
 

2020 President’s Report 

Early in 2020 the Foundation completed its single most significant contribution to the 
school since its incorporation in 1987. The new Junior School (Campbell House) in 
Minerva Road has taken approximately 23 months to build and The Geelong College 
Foundation were pleased to financially contribute to the successful completion of this 
outstanding building. The new Junior School, designed by John Wardle (OGC 1971) 
from Wardle Architects, will enhance the learning of all our Early Learning to Year 3 
students in the fabulous Reggio Emilia inspired space. To be able to assist the 
College with this exciting development has been a privilege for the Foundation Board 
and its Members. 

It was also a pleasure to contribute to the purchase of a Steinway Model D Concert 
Grand piano in early 2020 – the Model D will be housed in the George Logie-Smith 
Auditorium at the Keith Humble Centre. Through the school’s 88 Keys project, the 
Foundation purchased eight keys on the piano at a cost of $3,000 per key. We look 
forward to hearing the students play on the piano in the future. 

Unfortunately we weren’t able to host any Foundation events in 2020 due to COVID-
19 restrictions. We were only days away from holding our Members’ Lunch in March 
when it had to be cancelled due to coronavirus concerns. We look forward to 
welcoming back our community to our 2021 events which will include the Members’ 
Lunch, the Morongo Lunch for Morongo Old Collegians, our Community Golf Day, 
morning tea for our Morrison Society members and the Melbourne drinks event we 
co-host with the OGCA. 

In a very challenging year, the generosity of the College community exceeded our 
expectations when we asked for assistance through our 2020 Annual Giving 
campaign. Through a very focused campaign, we asked for help to support students 
whose families had been significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and were 
elated with the response to our appeal. Many students will benefit from the 
wonderful contributions to our Scholarship Fund and the Dr Bill Williams Tjungurrayi 
Scholarship and as always, our beautiful heritage buildings will benefit from those 
that supported our Building Fund. Thank you to our wonderful College community 
who never fail to provide assistance when it’s needed. 



The annual Foundation Concert could not be held this year which meant that the 
Year 12 music students missed their opportunity to celebrate the culmination of their 
music journey at the College. In lieu of this, the Foundation presented each of the 
Year 12 music students with a book, The Element by Sir Ken Robinson, to 
acknowledge their music commitment to the school. The Foundation look forward to 
being able to support the music program at College in 2021 through the Foundation 
Concert scheduled for 13 August. 

Applications for our 2021 Foundation Fellowships were put on hold this year and our 
2020 Fellowship recipients’ plans have been deferred until 2021 due to travel 
restrictions. This is an important program which provides opportunities for staff to 
develop professionally by increasing their skills and enhancing their global awareness 
and we look forward to the program re-commencing soon. 

The Board welcomed a new member in February when Anna Webb was elected to 
the Board of Management to fill the vacancy left by the resignation of Ms Suzanne 
Mockridge at the end of 2019. Anna is a current College parent and has been a 
wonderful addition to the Foundation Board this year. 

After seven years as President of the Foundation, I will be stepping down at the end 
of the 2021 Annual General Meeting.  It has been a great privilege to hold the role 
of President and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Foundation Board 
members, the Principal Dr Peter Miller, the Council Chairman Dr Hugh Seward AM 
and the Community Relations team for their support and involvement in the 
Foundation.  Much has been achieved, the Foundation continues to grow and 
provide significant assistance to the College and its students. My best wishes are 
extended to the incoming President. 
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